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CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK REVIEW REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.11 am]: On 11 March last year, I advised 
Parliament that I had invited Professor David Andrich, Chapple Professor of Education at the University of 
Western Australia, to conduct an expert review of the curriculum framework, which was introduced in 1998. The 
terms of reference for the report were to review the curriculum framework for curriculum assessment and 
reporting purposes in Western Australian schools with particular reference to years kindergarten to 10; to advise 
on the relationship between the curriculum framework and the proposed national curriculum; and to consider the 
impact of any proposed changes on teachers and schools in Western Australia. 

During the review, Professor Andrich interviewed principals, teachers and other educators from metropolitan and 
country primary and secondary schools in all three education systems. He also considered evaluation reports and 
assessment documents produced over the past decade. I received the report from Professor Andrich in September 
2009. It has been very helpful in assisting me to manage Western Australia’s response to the development of the 
national curriculum. While the review recommends that the legislative requirement to implement the curriculum 
framework be removed, it also gives reassurance that aspects of the curriculum framework can still be used by 
teachers to help them implement the national curriculum.  

A number of the recommendations arising from the review will, however, have budgetary implications, and any 
subsequent implementation of these recommendations will need to be considered as part of a wider budget 
process.  

Overall, Western Australia supports the joint development of the national curriculum. It is clear from the 23 
recommendations in Professor Andrich’s report that Western Australia is relatively well placed to make a 
smooth transition to the national curriculum. The development of explicit content that clearly and 
unambiguously outlines what is to be taught will be welcomed by teachers in Western Australia. However, the 
content, achievement standards and accompanying professional learning and support materials must be available 
to teachers prior to the implementation of the national curriculum. We have learnt from experience that they 
cannot be slowly trickled down to teachers over time. 

It was also very clear from Professor Andrich’s report that we should not assume that all teachers can manage 
the requirements of the national curriculum, or that all schools have the resources to translate the national 
curriculum into a coherent set of classroom-ready syllabuses. In other words, one size does not fit all.  

The findings of Professor Andrich’s review clearly indicate that the extent, quality and readiness of those 
professional learning materials will be critical to successful implementation. The report strongly supports the 
need to ensure that the national curriculum remains responsive to the needs of students in Western Australian 
schools. This can be achieved by retaining and consolidating local expertise in the curriculum. Not surprisingly, 
however, Professor Andrich reported a recurring reaction by teachers to the advent of the national curriculum. In 
his report he states that they are tired of what seems to be constant and relentless change. The state government 
recognises that consideration must be given to the fact Western Australian schools have undergone significant 
curriculum renewal in recent years. This is further evidence of the need to proceed with implementation in a 
cautious manner and with appropriate resources at hand.  

I table the document entitled “Review of the Curriculum Framework for curriculum, assessment and reporting 
purposes in Western Australian schools, with particular reference to years Kindergarten to Year 10”. 

[See paper 1904.] 
 


